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I appreciate the briefing you provided to the western Fish Chiefs assembled at the Association's annual
meeting in Park City, Utah, in mid-July. Allow me to reinforce the confidence and support the Association
places in the Western Regional Panel and the Task Force. The guidance and coordination provided by the
Panel is very important to our member fish and wildlife agencies.

I have urged our member states to participate in the upcoming Western Regional Panel meeting this
September, in Las Vegas. I know it is increasingly difficult for state agency personnel to travel outside their
home states and unfortunately, difficult choices have to be made about which regional activities merit
participation. All our members share your dedication to conserving our fish and wildlife resources through
prudent prevention and control of invasion from undesirable nuisance species, and I believe this forum is
going to provide an important opportunity for regional coordination and action planning in this regard.

Another important issue that you and our membership will need to address in the coming year is the
reauthorization of the National Invasive Species Act (NISA). This Association worked closely with the
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and the Invasive Species Council and its Advisory
Committee in the development of a National Invasive Species Management Plan. That was very important
work and we believe there is merit in the resulting plan. Again, I have urged our member agencies to carefully
review proposals for reauthorization and, based upon that review, lend their support to reauthorization.

There are elements that we will be looking for in reauthorization language for the NISA. It is critical that the
Act recognize not all nonnative species are de facto invasive. Many nonnative species are productively
utilized for many aspects of our culture. We are cautious about elements of the Act that are inappropriately
| interpreted to suggest that wildlife management activities — such as recreational fisheries management —
present nuisance or invasive species risks. We believe that emphasis should be placed upon prevention of
invasion by acknowledged invasive species, interdiction of pathways for unintentional invasions, and control
or management of existing nuisance species. These kinds of activities are rarely a component of existing
financing strategies for wildlife management and we will be very supportive of opportunities for enhanced,
cooperative financing for nuisance species planning assistance and plan implementation. As was aired in your
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meeting with the Fish Chiefs a few weeks ago, current funding is targeted at plan implementation, but aquatic
nuisance species planning assistance is not eligible. This leaves states in a lurch for actual plan development.
We believe that reauthorization of NISA must take up enhanced opportunity for planning assistance to the
states, and enhanced funding for both planning and plan implementation.

Again, thank you for joining us at our recent annual meeting. We look forward to working closely with you in
the future through the Western Regional Panel and in our work towards reauthorization of an improved
National Invasive Species Act.

Sincerely,
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Larry Bell
WAFWA President
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